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New Pt. Monmouth School playground a five-year dream  
Community effort to raise funds involved PTA, Elks, Scouts  
BY TOM SHORTELL Staff Writer  
Members of the Port Monmouth community ushered in a new playground with a ribboncutting ceremony at Port 
Monmouth Elementary School on Nov. 16. 

The school had been organizing fundraisers to replace the 
playground for five years, said Marie Boccasino, a spokeswoman for 
the Port Monmouth PTA. 

"It [the old playground equipment] was no longer up to code," 
Boccasino said. "It was very dilapidated." 

The school's parent-teacher association and community groups 
worked together to raise about $55,000 to pay for the new 
playground, she said. 

A significant contributor to their efforts was Middletown Elks 
Lodge 2179. The lodge hosted a spaghetti dinner and brought in 
New Jersey Devils great Ken Daneyko to sign autographs and greet 
residents. The proceeds from both events were donated to fund the 
playground, said lodge member Bob Santoro. 

"When we hear 
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Students play on the new playground at 
Port Monmouth Elementary School Nov. 
16. Local groups like the Girl Scouts and 
the Middletown Elks held fundraisers to 
help the PTA raise some $55,000 for the 
project. School groups had been 
organizing fundraisers for about five 
years to furnish the playground with 
new equipment. 

something like this, 
we jump all over it. 
Kids are our soft 
spot," he said. 

The Girl Scouts and 
other community 
groups also 
contributed to the 
fundraising efforts, 

Boccasino said.  
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